For a reminder on how to best use this Discussion Guide, see the bottom of this document.

Week Four
Opening Prayer
God, thank you for the ways you look to meet us where we are and move us forward. Help us to say yes to the
ways you are inviting us to grow and the ways you care so deeply about our well being. Amen.
Talk It Over
Jesus wants to empower and equip us to live well. That is what this series is all about. These last few weeks
we have been looking at some very specific ways God invites each of us to engage with life. Today we are
looking at the ways God desires to help us prioritize friendship and community.
-

Tell us about a meaningful friendship you had in childhood.

Read and revisit our theme verse for this series: John 10:10 (TPT)
Science and the Bible both agree: We are made for connection.
-

What is something you appreciate about friendship? Is it having someone to talk to, have fun with,
someone to keep your company, or something different? Whatever your answer, be sure to tell us why
this aspect of friendship stands out to you.

This weekend we looked at four common reasons friendships can be hard to nurture: We are mobile, we are
distracted, we are afraid, and we are busy.
-

Which of these four traits resonates the most to you? Why is that the case?
What other challenges would you add to this list?

This week we looked at an over-simplistic list of the types of friendships. There are best friends, good friends,
casual friends, community friends (people you interact with regularly, but you don’t go out of your way to
connect with), and, for some people family friendships.
-

Looking at these different categories, in what ways do you feel satisfied with your friends as
they are?
In what ways do you wish there was more or less friendship happening in any given category?

To help us better engage in friendship, we looked at four practices we each can grow better at:
One — Authentic friendship requires that I am available.
Read Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (NLT)
- How have you seen the idea of Ecclesiastes play out in your own life? Give us a real-life example.
- How are you doing at being available this season?
- How can you grow at being more available this season?
Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 (NIV)
(Content continued on the next page.)

-

-

Thinking of your friendships, how have you seen power come from your differences?
In what ways have you seen differences create challenges in your relationship?
- Now with 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 in mind, what wisdom might these verses offer those
challenges?
What are the sorts of dangers that can happen if we don’t honor differences in a friendship?
Tell us about a mutual, reciprocal friendship that simultaneously honored real differences.

Two — Authentic friendship requires that I am intentional.
Read Proverbs 11:25 (NLT)
-

How are you doing at being intentional this season?
In what specific ways can you work on being more intentional?

Three — Authentic friendships require that I am honest.
Read Proverbs 27:6 (NIV) and Galatians 6:2 (ESV)
-

When is it typically the easiest for you to be honest in friendship? Typically when is it the hardest to be
honest?
Tell us about a time a friend told you a hard truth that you needed to hear.
When it comes to being honest, we each must demonstrate great care, wisdom, and love. What are
some practical things to remember when speaking hard truth to people we love?
How are you doing this season at being honest with a few people? In what ways are you doing this
well? In what ways do you want to get better?

Four — Authentic friendships require that I am willing to sacrifice.
Read John 15:12-15 (NTE)
-

Tell us about a meaningful time a friend sacrificed for you.
In what ways are you open and not open to sacrifice for your friends this season?
What are some specific ways you can get better at being more sacrificial in your friendships this
season?

Closing Prayer
God, thank you for challenging us to remember the value of being intentional, available, honest, and sacrificial
in our friendships. Help us to see the ways you are inviting us to grow and lean into being a better friend to
others. Help us to live deeply connected to the right friends and open to new people. Amen.
----How To Use this Discussion Guide
The guide is meant to serve you and your group as you intentionally create space to grow in friendship and
faith. Use the guide as a tool to help your unique group.
With that in mind, consider reviewing the guide before your group to see if some content or questions might
resonate more or less with your group. Don’t feel pressured to read all the content or to hit all the questions.
The guide is not meant to be something you power through for the sake of completing. Pick the content from
the guide you feel will help foster friendship and faith in your specific group.
In addition, spend some time praying for your group each week, preparing your heart, and asking God for
wisdom and guidance as you lead.

