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Week #8: A New Future

I am sure what we are suffering now cannot compare with the glory that will be shown to us.

Romans 8:18 (CEV)

Sermon in a Sentence: | can have unstoppable and unconquerable
when | see suffering in the context of

For the creation waits in eager expectation... in hope that the creation itself will be liberated
from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. We
know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the
present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope
we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?
But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

Romans 8:19-25 (NIV)

e Suffering is , yet I have hope something far better . (vv. 18-25)

(Genesis 3, John 16:33, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, John 15, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Revelation
21:1-5 & 22:1-5, Isaiah 65:17-19)

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in
accordance with the will of God.



What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with
him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has
chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who
died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding

for us.

Romans 8:26-27, 31-34 (NIV)

e In my suffering | have help from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. (vv. 26-27,
31-34)

(Psalm 27:1-3, 2 Peter 3:9, John 3:16-17, John 14:16&26, John 16:7&13, Romans 15:13,
Galatians 5:22-23, John 17, Hebrews 7:24-25)

We know that God works all things together for good for the ones who love God, for those who
are called according to his purpose. We know this because God knew them in advance, and he
decided in advance that they would be conformed to the image of his Son.

Romans 8:28-29 (CEB)

e God works for my , even in suffering, by making me . (v 28-30)

(Romans 5:3-5 & 8:17, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Philippians 1:6 & 2:5, Romans 12:2, Ephesians
4:11-13, James 1:2-3)

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ

Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:35, 37-39 (NIV)



e My victory in Christ is because God’s love . (vv. 35-39)

(Psalm 91 & 136, Lamentations 3:22-23, Isaiah 54:10, Psalm 103:8, 1 John 3:1 & 4:16,
Zephaniah 3:17)

Discussion questions:

1. How often do you think about the future God has promised to those who believe in
Jesus? How might your perspective on today's struggles change if you more regularly
lived with eternity in view?

2. What are you most looking forward to about God's promised future-the restoration of
creation, the end of suffering and death, the redemption of all things, or being fully in the
presence of Jesus?

3. Paul declares that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ. How does the
certainty of God's eternal love and the promise of being with him forever give you
courage to face present challenges? Where do you need to trust God's future promises
more than your present circumstances?

Recommended resources:

Preparing for Heaven, by Gary Black, Jr.

Beyond Heaven's Door, by Max Lucado

Heaven, by Randy Alcorn
The Problem of Pain, C. S. Lewis

Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering, by Timothy Keller

(CEV) Contemporary English Version (CEB) Common English Bible
(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Preparing-Heaven-Dallas-Willard-Eternal/dp/0062365525/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3HOWXGYOUS0MD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EEGb7LUtK18WofV1a-hgOhZKmigOXGHutYj1QNUyemukc8pUTG1WMYmZznuzuUB8cF_miaierBt3BeCxJ6VvK9pXcbJQJ5Kx_YXQg6eqCxpGGi4L5-L40T9JA9zRydPUavPelLMB19K3j5SFTPiL3g3YsSwrLbLSHQPTMZw4EJUYmmLEJqaIWI1WpDagfB1Hk_aItTnfl-aBP_hlcqABdYRuQOkpJqC9hflVKWfPC0o.amcQAR1q5K5BSgL1U4SQaFzOg-iCjeMNP0bwmdeDVe0&dib_tag=se&keywords=preparing+for+heaven&qid=1780604636&sprefix=preparing+for+heave%2Caps%2C204&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Heavens-Door-Max-Lucado/dp/0849948436/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3VRA3JE3SHBFM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.i33A4hn0tv79dFimrZYniKSfvURRi8T_SdqsmAoj79bSKy7qPcoD2vnRyNDtpXru-W31RYh9shdqkdmacNLjtQynCjz7YnAsfMRkb347cGXOD-WB_fIaeegMSQ07WUkp4GpnJ4m4V29M3UNcIvGYyYm-0_EIYUi26gQv8f2n1n77rjwZS8S1mMGF43rKUdy3SNaVUn1jV8Z9ABUw-oU9Z52tY70e-bl-jB_mB0JX0tc.bXhohCC5E2oSIgK_9UkoAdAeHtguwW6LO6LTE0B7HE0&dib_tag=se&keywords=beyond+the+heavens+lucado&qid=1780604505&sprefix=beyond+the+heavens+luca%2Caps%2C403&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Heaven-Randy-Alcorn/dp/0842379428/ref=sr_1_1?crid=DWLORBZAJEYT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uEiMtQ8koZxqSspAVjM31qKjg4azI9kYb5cShwBsRpacOtQ7-2-W6Y1vNMPHYPvfZEylYWPRft8bTFKWygeBD37MoRQiCMHJhqzXx38mILwB2nPRaiHz8XSTK0EE59lRXmOvrMjzTZnrhGIWms3DROmTG250PhlhzYVg5OAQe1d0U-qFWQ-el3M_9aHH2tsxY12PLLIC8ox76tMJAajZcMQbqQpxGsZTSRTSfWSMIws.1Jqw0lseQ7lTD-REDKQXRdTzZtfwdx2fzjAu0G5Oqo8&dib_tag=se&keywords=heaven+by+randy+alcorn&qid=1780604548&sprefix=heaven+by+r%2Caps%2C421&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Problem-Pain-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060652969/ref=sr_1_1?crid=15CZAITO6SR7W&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9stIydLGFonF7MHhRpXDEptRrx9aypebv-MAs_UAX9qmgn3ZK67xrIoy8Ty1v8-zuSCilHRCFmoUBAqsTJ5hQyxCsr8KP-te0KYvu3NtJfBl5eibRqpPeQLIF6zRjgA0s60PEKwhLs8i9WGGh9ctNlnKwVF-w_M2_SN0uj8tp0oBV2Eorde8Zmxrorypz6w1z8EaU0D-9AGWT7hF0xoVcHtlAhQozaRMQW2pPwXytM8.6ki_goSELpq9uFiBcAffRyuWTVT0AX-Fidww190EFH8&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Problem+of+Pain%2C+C.+S.+Lewis&qid=1780604456&sprefix=the+problem+of+pain%2C+c.+s.+lewis%2Caps%2C419&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Walking-God-through-Pain-Suffering/dp/1594634408/ref=sr_1_1?crid=M5SBSBHCLY8N&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1zrQtedSOlOoilb0Xv6Mb8qt4PR4VOKAWV9xsGsu6djMss_5NGYXhXXff_UgO0yGuzr5LsO-EvprHhdWN95JMjDQLvhTO8QDxAe8bMKplf6IzhwPxewPYI-IC7rFOIFTRwNokb0uvcsBcgJT513SlBn64pAW4hYsmUsvskaD-8inxUMo52H_ppxchxJlUxhXGhVm7UBkqUMxgqfwmU5BQSRl3pMLBLh5IId_g8nnz9w.iTrpPSVMtjjXgACox-VL02rgfT1qvN8Bl_uDg4X4QX8&dib_tag=se&keywords=walking+with+god+keller&qid=1780604419&sprefix=walking+with+god+kell%2Caps%2C416&sr=8-1
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Week #8: A New Future

I am sure what we are suffering now cannot compare with the glory that will be shown to us.

Romans 8:18 (CEV)

Sermon in a Sentence: | can have unstoppable hope and unconquerable love when | see
suffering in the context of eternity.

For the creation waits in eager expectation... in hope that the creation itself will be liberated
from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. We
know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the
present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope
we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?
But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

Romans 8:19-25 (NIV)

e Suffering is here now, yet | have hope something far better will be. (vv. 18-25)



(Genesis 3, John 16:33, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, John 15, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Revelation
21:1-5 & 22:1-5, Isaiah 65:17-19)

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in
accordance with the will of God.

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with
him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has
chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who
died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding
for us.

Romans 8:26-27, 31-34 (NIV)

e In my suffering | have help from God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. (vv. 26-27,
31-34)

(Psalm 27:1-3, 2 Peter 3:9, John 3:16-17, John 14:16&26, John 16:7&13, Romans 15:13,
Galatians 5:22-23, John 17, Hebrews 7:24-25)

We know that God works all things together for good for the ones who love God, for those who
are called according to his purpose. We know this because God knew them in advance, and he
decided in advance that they would be conformed to the image of his Son.

Romans 8:28-29 (CEB)

e God works for my good, even in suffering, by making me like Christ. (v 28-30)

(Romans 5:3-5 & 8:17, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Philippians 1:6 & 2:5, Romans 12:2, Ephesians
4:11-13, James 1:2-3)

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor



demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:35, 37-39 (NIV)

e My victory in Christ is certain because God’s love never fails. (vv. 35-39)

(Psalm 91 & 136, Lamentations 3:22-23, Isaiah 54:10, Psalm 103:8, 1 John 3:1 & 4:16,
Zephaniah 3:17)

Discussion questions:

1. How often do you think about the future God has promised to those who believe in
Jesus? How might your perspective on today's struggles change if you more regularly
lived with eternity in view?

2. What are you most looking forward to about God's promised future-the restoration of
creation, the end of suffering and death, the redemption of all things, or being fully in the
presence of Jesus?

3. Paul declares that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ. How does the
certainty of God's eternal love and the promise of being with him forever give you
courage to face present challenges? Where do you need to trust God's future promises
more than your present circumstances?

Recommended resources:

Preparing for Heaven, by Gary Black, Jr.

Beyond Heaven's Door, by Max Lucado

Heaven, by Randy Alcorn
The Problem of Pain, C. S. Lewis
Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering, by Timothy Keller

(CEV) Contemporary English Version (CEB) Common English Bible
(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Preparing-Heaven-Dallas-Willard-Eternal/dp/0062365525/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3HOWXGYOUS0MD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EEGb7LUtK18WofV1a-hgOhZKmigOXGHutYj1QNUyemukc8pUTG1WMYmZznuzuUB8cF_miaierBt3BeCxJ6VvK9pXcbJQJ5Kx_YXQg6eqCxpGGi4L5-L40T9JA9zRydPUavPelLMB19K3j5SFTPiL3g3YsSwrLbLSHQPTMZw4EJUYmmLEJqaIWI1WpDagfB1Hk_aItTnfl-aBP_hlcqABdYRuQOkpJqC9hflVKWfPC0o.amcQAR1q5K5BSgL1U4SQaFzOg-iCjeMNP0bwmdeDVe0&dib_tag=se&keywords=preparing+for+heaven&qid=1780604636&sprefix=preparing+for+heave%2Caps%2C204&sr=8-1
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