
 
 
Week #1: A New Standing 
 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; 
and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. You see, at just the right 
time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we 
have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath 
through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death 
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only 
is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation. 

Romans 5:1-11 (NIV) 

 

Opening Idea: I am brand new because I have been ________ through _______ in Jesus. (v.1) 

 

Being brand new means I now: 

●​ Have _______ with God. (v.1) 

●​ Stand in _______. (v.2) 

●​ I have a changed ________ and ________. (v.2) 

●​ I have a different ______________. (vv.3-5) 

 

Final Thought: I am Brand New _____ because of _________. (vv.6-11) 

 



 

 

 

Discussion questions: 
1.​ Where in your life do you still live as if you are not at peace with God? What 

evidence—emotional, relational, or spiritual—reveals that tension? 
2.​ When you think about your relationship with God, do you relate more through 

performance or through grace? What would it look like to stand—not strive—in grace this 
week? 

3.​ How might your current suffering or challenge be reframed if you truly believed God is 
forming perseverance, character, and hope in you? 

4.​ Spend 5–10 minutes each day this week sitting quietly before God. Breathe slowly and 
repeat: “I have peace with God through Jesus Christ.” 

○​ What resistance rises in you as you try to simply receive this truth? 
○​ Where do you sense God inviting you to stop striving and begin trusting? 

 
Recommended resources: 
The Good and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith 
Sinners at the Hands of a Loving God by Brian Zahnd 
Romans for Everyone by NT Wright 
 
 
 

(NIV) New International Version 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Good-Beautiful-God-Falling-Apprentice/dp/0830835318/ref=sr_1_1?crid=15ZA3OXUY9EY4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1jRO9dWweq6YC4FTNym6FUb_OCVJi5TP9orWfcO0i0uLi4YlVT2XB7iJCRCyLVUZ4I9TZ20bJiNSZz-aZuObaT-bG-WVEg0sY9-WPZ453GtEvcTeWbD3xP36Ci5p1ruxUDJ5M_AaRCq-9rnL9pffd-sWeIKh1cBKYQixd4a86ad5fPRWGTSI7aswdsM_UGXQYXJE8O8M0ftUHIZR04Q5-x_E7S6AYyDJaf7FC7BwSC0.hxGWwqNWWMFd7y6mYZ0d3G99vcO8gFvVGuOISIT-DmQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=Good+and+beautiful+god&qid=1775677993&sprefix=good+and+beautiful+g%2Caps%2C535&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sinners-Hands-Loving-God-Scandalous/dp/1601429517/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1D8XXCL1UD0K8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qfBtvtQ21djYxkkb2V7LLw.ivxeQ1HFdKjFvvIKFAa0oetAEBVj1WOowCCksPl15EY&dib_tag=se&keywords=Sinners+at+the+Hands+of+a+Loving+God+by+Brian+Zahnd&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1775677952&sprefix=sinners+at+the+hands+of+a+loving+god+by+brian+zahnd%2Caps%2C497&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Romans-Everyone-Part-Anniversary-Testament/dp/0664266444/ref=sr_1_1?crid=FLL6NDM0O0ZM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.guqrTMsZE8vtrfEPXf5Nd0ufIhEtlM1dw93s9Vw45dXLzeDJlNT0eE2WjcGRc9eE2x_PDog6ZoKHoxGKooWFXQCDo0q4l5g1YctKYiNuQCJL-YLwr4o1b_ql3PHCDwnos9ChV82tiXPNnMOz3-OsbcbL3GM3EvWZC7oGHHg3S_6L1eZWTQfTwbdFo4kNt4RfixPz_Pru6dmVUbO_tpwH1qWADGparh4D-JnsONJMS7Y._mNrAwarlVF1DT3eAnyFVwqR2QMoGJOXB-As2KSXin0&dib_tag=se&keywords=Romans+for+Everyone+by+NT+Wright&qid=1775677970&sprefix=sinners+at+the+hands+of+a+loving+god+by+brian+zahnd%2Caps%2C503&sr=8-1
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Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; 
and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. You see, at just the right 
time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we 
have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath 
through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death 
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only 
is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation. 

Romans 5:1-11 (NIV) 

 

Opening Idea: I am brand new because I have been justified through faith in Jesus. (v.1) 

 

Being brand new means I now: 

●​ Have peace with God. (v.1) 

●​ Stand in grace. (v.2) 

●​ I have a changed present and future. (v.2) 

●​ I have a different perspective. (vv.3-5) 

 

Final Thought: I am Brand New all because of Jesus. (vv.6-11) 

 

 



 

Discussion questions: 
1.​ Where in your life do you still live as if you are not at peace with God? What 

evidence—emotional, relational, or spiritual—reveals that tension? 
2.​ When you think about your relationship with God, do you relate more through 

performance or through grace? What would it look like to stand—not strive—in grace this 
week? 

3.​ How might your current suffering or challenge be reframed if you truly believed God is 
forming perseverance, character, and hope in you? 

4.​ Spend 5–10 minutes each day this week sitting quietly before God. Breathe slowly and 
repeat: “I have peace with God through Jesus Christ.” 

○​ What resistance rises in you as you try to simply receive this truth? 
○​ Where do you sense God inviting you to stop striving and begin trusting? 

 
Recommended resources: 
The Good and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith 
Sinners at the Hands of a Loving God by Brian Zahnd 
Romans for Everyone by NT Wright 
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