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Week #4: A New Allegiance

How to Live Under a New Allegiance

For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.

Romans 6:14 (NIV)

e Law demands allegiance by . Grace gives allegiance by

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means!
Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience,
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin,
you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your
allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

Romans 6:15-18 (NIV)

e We are all a servant to or

I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used
to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer
yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you
were free from the control of righteousness.

Romans 6:19-20 (NIV)

e |n our life whatever we obey gets the




What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things
result in death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God,
the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 6:21-23 (NIV)

We all have a , and they each come with

Discussion questions:

1.

Paul says followers of Jesus are no longer under the law but under grace (Romans
6:14). In what ways do you still find yourself relating to God through performance, rules,
or pressure rather than relationship and grace?

What patterns, habits, and desires seem to have the strongest influence over your daily
decisions right now? What might that reveal about your true allegiance?

Romans 6:21-23 contrasts the outcomes of sin and obedience. When you look honestly
at your life, what "fruit" has different allegiances produced in you-both life-giving and
life-draining?

An Invitation: At the start of each day this week, pause and consciously "offer yourself"
to God (Romans 6 :19). Open your hands as a physical posture and pray something
simple like: "Jesus, today | choose your grace as my Lord and Savior. | offer my
thoughts, decisions, and desires to you. Lead me along your path."

Recommended resources:

Practicing the Way, by John Mark Comer

Sacred Rhythms, by Ruth Haley Barton

Grace (Eventually), by Anne Lamott

Romans for Everyone, N.T. Wright

(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Practicing-Way-Jesus-Become-like/dp/0593193822/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3BI250TD4EJTK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dyuysjjhQJ0Txd1S_-UXaFcVnW7lJZ4JkY-i3BeyHygwSOMGBbbEI8ndppK_Tu1xsevEo1jvW6_hpVSHdfSlJitabsIbxFByJ_N72UtizPDgX4MbkgboCWko4OKVq_s_bmXOCqjMC2G4TF09Hj4_oMWsUQjEM9DZVoUq2_miiFjnm_hsDP8S0pPs_5bNwIdMw3cZ3NsMpTV0-YDUrValFujfLdZHEucXlfL0dLqAQN5p7ge8V0j4BVyZUPT-AguxLOQFAVfXtVoLBPGut0H2F1bArfpIk0TD4WeT-0mIqw8.x3RAIXpkT-8bRJ2UTkNro0IVPMCJx8MpWbwulZAv6GQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=Practicing+the+Way%2C+by+John+Mark+Comer&qid=1777500515&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=practicing+the+way%2C+by+john+mark+comer%2Caps%2C290&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sacred-Rhythms-Arranging-Spiritual-Transformation/dp/0830833331/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GT8ZYBF1L5GW&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.fgDhktJ3KXTnftizQxg4YbrPF1b-2rIqABygEhiNQvFC_kkmQmPlTDxYxNlkjFrBvuWoILTohOA7_eVCwQlxn5yFalPU-jg7tmk9ehJ6-vDhTTe0TwaMjf1dNUek6-J3tPqb20TOrne_-b7LRaaaLvV8-eTWwHN_i_g2Oilp2_JP0IEhc_zY0y9HrWNlxMHxSwuUwN-pSuD4fhr_-P2AouhcQcmY_Aebefzt6alKnJhXzwXGMRCESbHK0jDl_JF6MrurE4q1PJaeXPWwqtmyFuZfZdu--psZ6kUD9AthzP4.l0xnkIuw73Vs5n0-A8PoajD5UHAK_MFKycIev4vTE1s&dib_tag=se&keywords=Sacred+Rhythms%2C+by+Ruth+Haley+Barton&qid=1777500486&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=sacred+rhythms%2C+by+ruth+haley+barton%2Caps%2C277&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Grace-Eventually-first-Text-Only/dp/B004TYIDRK/ref=sr_1_3?crid=140TIW6CH4HQJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9cbnOLIeaLdy1EyIwhvwkmkujYCrZhU9Twos5BxFmd7r-Aus1cUNlBw9WENq26l1x5EJS8ZzB9H3f_x2I-Ponb7pBm-Ek0idYs1YsAlKCfo.Ikdxu8uLxb_isJWpwD6BIgYKOhkF0k8QdGGL9cDlMHE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Grace+%28Eventually%29%2C+by+Anne+Lamott&qid=1777500451&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=grace+eventually+%2C+by+anne+lamott%2Caps%2C250&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Romans-Everyone-Part-Anniversary-Testament/dp/0664266444/ref=sr_1_2?crid=K71IRNEARXVF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.guqrTMsZE8vtrfEPXf5Nd0ufIhEtlM1dw93s9Vw45dVUg1getfvgr1Qmf3wEeyhQSW0YQlfLB21mLD_jM_zA6UUgaCronjnAD2Zg_T7fNMlOFIv5zKBXDvcY79xTS7Fs58JSx_zX0e-QHNMoaWwnoBiMC4rTIqxDKz7H0Vr2vITzvs703mZqZdw7Yf4s9vDoEHswS6BfBpwA0f4KS_MMbHlrUL7C1IvVD5HikpSuJSF8hngzUeBq0ceMhreSUSu_e7sTlvi8gstpCt8WtCMvS2BnnEpu_0hInbA4lgx7sq4.h0gpynQ4MrMxNXIoPSnK25MXXcbN4k3ok0hasxSa4GE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Romans+for+everyone&qid=1777500407&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=romans+for+everyon%2Caps%2C227&sr=8-2
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Week #4: A New Allegiance

How to Live Under a New Allegiance

For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.
Romans 6:14 (NIV)

e Law demands allegiance by rules. Grace gives allegiance by relationship.

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means!
Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience,
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin,
you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your
allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

Romans 6:15-18 (NIV)

e We are all a servant to someone or something.

I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used
to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer
yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you
were free from the control of righteousness.

Romans 6:19-20 (NIV)

e |n our life whatever we obey gets the momentum.

What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things
result in death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God,
the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 6:21-23 (NIV)



We all have a choice, and they each come with consequences.

Discussion questions:

1.

4.

Paul says followers of Jesus are no longer under the law but under grace (Romans
6:14). In what ways do you still find yourself relating to God through performance, rules,
or pressure rather than relationship and grace?

What patterns, habits, and desires seem to have the strongest influence over your daily
decisions right now? What might that reveal about your true allegiance?

Romans 6:21-23 contrasts the outcomes of sin and obedience. When you look honestly
at your life, what "fruit" has different allegiances produced in you-both life-giving and
life-draining?

An Invitation: At the start of each day this week, pause and consciously "offer yourself"
to God (Romans 6 :19). Open your hands as a physical posture and pray something
simple like: "Jesus, today | choose your grace as my Lord and Savior. | offer my
thoughts, decisions, and desires to you. Lead me along your path."

Recommended resources:

Practicing the Way, by John Mark Comer

Sacred Rhythms, by Ruth Haley Barton

Grace (Eventually), by Anne Lamott

Romans for Everyone, N.T. Wright

(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Practicing-Way-Jesus-Become-like/dp/0593193822/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3BI250TD4EJTK&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dyuysjjhQJ0Txd1S_-UXaFcVnW7lJZ4JkY-i3BeyHygwSOMGBbbEI8ndppK_Tu1xsevEo1jvW6_hpVSHdfSlJitabsIbxFByJ_N72UtizPDgX4MbkgboCWko4OKVq_s_bmXOCqjMC2G4TF09Hj4_oMWsUQjEM9DZVoUq2_miiFjnm_hsDP8S0pPs_5bNwIdMw3cZ3NsMpTV0-YDUrValFujfLdZHEucXlfL0dLqAQN5p7ge8V0j4BVyZUPT-AguxLOQFAVfXtVoLBPGut0H2F1bArfpIk0TD4WeT-0mIqw8.x3RAIXpkT-8bRJ2UTkNro0IVPMCJx8MpWbwulZAv6GQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=Practicing+the+Way%2C+by+John+Mark+Comer&qid=1777500515&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=practicing+the+way%2C+by+john+mark+comer%2Caps%2C290&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sacred-Rhythms-Arranging-Spiritual-Transformation/dp/0830833331/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GT8ZYBF1L5GW&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.fgDhktJ3KXTnftizQxg4YbrPF1b-2rIqABygEhiNQvFC_kkmQmPlTDxYxNlkjFrBvuWoILTohOA7_eVCwQlxn5yFalPU-jg7tmk9ehJ6-vDhTTe0TwaMjf1dNUek6-J3tPqb20TOrne_-b7LRaaaLvV8-eTWwHN_i_g2Oilp2_JP0IEhc_zY0y9HrWNlxMHxSwuUwN-pSuD4fhr_-P2AouhcQcmY_Aebefzt6alKnJhXzwXGMRCESbHK0jDl_JF6MrurE4q1PJaeXPWwqtmyFuZfZdu--psZ6kUD9AthzP4.l0xnkIuw73Vs5n0-A8PoajD5UHAK_MFKycIev4vTE1s&dib_tag=se&keywords=Sacred+Rhythms%2C+by+Ruth+Haley+Barton&qid=1777500486&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=sacred+rhythms%2C+by+ruth+haley+barton%2Caps%2C277&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Grace-Eventually-first-Text-Only/dp/B004TYIDRK/ref=sr_1_3?crid=140TIW6CH4HQJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9cbnOLIeaLdy1EyIwhvwkmkujYCrZhU9Twos5BxFmd7r-Aus1cUNlBw9WENq26l1x5EJS8ZzB9H3f_x2I-Ponb7pBm-Ek0idYs1YsAlKCfo.Ikdxu8uLxb_isJWpwD6BIgYKOhkF0k8QdGGL9cDlMHE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Grace+%28Eventually%29%2C+by+Anne+Lamott&qid=1777500451&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=grace+eventually+%2C+by+anne+lamott%2Caps%2C250&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Romans-Everyone-Part-Anniversary-Testament/dp/0664266444/ref=sr_1_2?crid=K71IRNEARXVF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.guqrTMsZE8vtrfEPXf5Nd0ufIhEtlM1dw93s9Vw45dVUg1getfvgr1Qmf3wEeyhQSW0YQlfLB21mLD_jM_zA6UUgaCronjnAD2Zg_T7fNMlOFIv5zKBXDvcY79xTS7Fs58JSx_zX0e-QHNMoaWwnoBiMC4rTIqxDKz7H0Vr2vITzvs703mZqZdw7Yf4s9vDoEHswS6BfBpwA0f4KS_MMbHlrUL7C1IvVD5HikpSuJSF8hngzUeBq0ceMhreSUSu_e7sTlvi8gstpCt8WtCMvS2BnnEpu_0hInbA4lgx7sq4.h0gpynQ4MrMxNXIoPSnK25MXXcbN4k3ok0hasxSa4GE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Romans+for+everyone&qid=1777500407&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=romans+for+everyon%2Caps%2C227&sr=8-2

