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Week #1: A New Battle

Series Big Idea: God was in both the and of Joseph’s life.

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah
and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them.

Genesis 37:2 (NIV)

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in
his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved
him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.

Genesis 37:3-4 (NIV)

e Unresolved family issues the next generation.

Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He said to
them, “Listen to this dream | had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when
suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and
bowed down to it.” His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually
rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.

Genesis 37:5-8 (NIV)
e Joseph had the right , but not the right
So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. But they saw him in the
distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. “Here comes that dreamer!” they

said to each other. “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say
that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”

Genesis 37:17-20 (NIV)



So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was
wearing— and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was
no water in it.

Genesis 37:23-24 (NIV)

e The pitisn’t the ; it's the

Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. They took
the ornate robe back to their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your
son’s robe.” He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has
devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.” Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on
sackcloth and mourned for his son many days... Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in
Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.

Genesis 37:31-34, 36 (NIV)

Final Thought:

When everyone believed the story was , God was already writing the

Discussion questions:

1. What family patterns, wounds, expectations, or unresolved issues have influenced your
own relationship with God, yourself, or others? How might God be inviting you to
address them rather than simply pass them on?

2. lIs there an area of calling, gifting, leadership, or influence where God may be developing
your character before entrusting you with greater responsibility? What might spiritual
maturity look like in this season?

3. Where in your life do you feel stuck in the "messy middle"? between God's promises and
their fulfilment? How does knowing that God is still writing your story shape the way you
view your current circumstances?



Recommended resources:

You'll Get Through This: Hope and Help for Your Turbulent Times, by Max Lucado

Joseph: A Story of Love, Hate, Slavery, Power, and Forgiveness, by John C. Lennox

It's Not Supposed to Be This Way, by Lysa TerKeurst

The Dream of You: L f Broken Identiti nd Live the Life You Were M For, by Jo
Saxton

(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Youll-Get-Through-This-Turbulent/dp/0718031512/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2W8RY97B1Z34R&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DnJZCEW4U-H5YudIyNM7vDHC3y8bCcC7A36JEcstKWa3qNVGFjmCJFjQSEHjss9FNUunL7os7gInFmq4juozAUektTwxy45H9U--SJI3vKSvfCKwQu3l8H0GNSEZf2QaSt25rXzdw_g7G4aFaxh9ZX7Qdp8oG2bs8fNftML8PiNvoj16Keshe2sXtFPsRwgnGKaPg3fn-nuAFwcwk15lcNNZhdR9N7wMn57789Rs6Sk.Egkv7Ql23ZvHwgp2PEBQyBEhv4YzgJE6e0ePDFS249Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=you%27ll+get+through+this+max+lucado&qid=1781206044&sprefix=you%27ll+get+through+this+max+lucado%2Caps%2C196&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Story-Slavery-Power-Forgiveness/dp/1433562936
https://www.amazon.com/Its-Not-Supposed-This-Disappointments/dp/0718039858/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=3A5NNJO358PN1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Y12cTZhPQowibJGYanquLTh1V-8-ewfXOEtVFPCatSF_usKXRg_erfklciXOoMbseiujSI21_onzzYH6_G-tO2kw-SW5wCKU_MgUjIcyp1opFzh6a4JTkrzajAjYhd2Ke-3Rv1yOXSEKvl8FUughSQlUPSmB4JlWSysP_Hl24Bzx3O1KRc8Wce3tEjvM4zIl8_4av7mkV-QpNQk7DzyPBBNMaBDwXsWBlhQXLF_PNJ0.ThDEfvggTMmy45Rm26DUiX0THya9ASm8OcneHjA7bR4&dib_tag=se&keywords=It%27s+Not+Supposed+to+Be+This+Way%2C+by+Lysa+TerKeurst&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1781202696&s=books&sprefix=%2Cstripbooks%2C526&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-You-Broken-Identities-Live/dp/0735289824/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FCRHC4DEY3G2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QzEiQbWIa2a2wwSGJAE-mA.4HNgIgc8w6Z9StSuWkthMb6CuiS19w4H4Jp1OTdEPqw&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Dream+of+You%3A+Let+Go+of+Broken+Identities+and+Live+the+Life+You+Were+Made+For&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1781202713&s=books&sprefix=it%27s+not+supposed+to+be+this+way%2C+by+lysa+terkeurst%2Cstripbooks%2C475&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-You-Broken-Identities-Live/dp/0735289824/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FCRHC4DEY3G2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QzEiQbWIa2a2wwSGJAE-mA.4HNgIgc8w6Z9StSuWkthMb6CuiS19w4H4Jp1OTdEPqw&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Dream+of+You%3A+Let+Go+of+Broken+Identities+and+Live+the+Life+You+Were+Made+For&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1781202713&s=books&sprefix=it%27s+not+supposed+to+be+this+way%2C+by+lysa+terkeurst%2Cstripbooks%2C475&sr=1-1
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Week #1: A New Battle

Series Big Idea: God was in both the steps and stops of Joseph’s life.

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah
and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them.

Genesis 37:2 (NIV)

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in
his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved
him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.

Genesis 37:3-4 (NIV)

e Unresolved family issues impact the next generation.

Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He said to
them, “Listen to this dream | had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when
suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and
bowed down to it.” His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually
rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.

Genesis 37:5-8 (NIV)

e Joseph had the right message, but not the right maturity.

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. But they saw him in the
distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. “Here comes that dreamer!” they
said to each other. “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say
that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”

Genesis 37:17-20 (NIV)

So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was
wearing— and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was
no water in it.



Genesis 37:23-24 (NIV)

e The pitisn’t the end; it's the messy middle.

Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. They took
the ornate robe back to their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your
son’s robe.” He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has
devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.” Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on
sackcloth and mourned for his son many days... Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in
Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.

Genesis 37:31-34, 36 (NIV)

Final Thought:

When everyone believed the story was over, God was already writing the next chapter

Discussion questions:

1. What family patterns, wounds, expectations, or unresolved issues have influenced your
own relationship with God, yourself, or others? How might God be inviting you to
address them rather than simply pass them on?

2. Is there an area of calling, gifting, leadership, or influence where God may be developing
your character before entrusting you with greater responsibility? What might spiritual
maturity look like in this season?

3. Where in your life do you feel stuck in the "messy middle"? between God's promises and
their fulfilment? How does knowing that God is still writing your story shape the way you
view your current circumstances?

Recommended resources:

You'll Get Through This: Hope and Help for Your Turbulent Times, by Max Lucado

Joseph: A Story of Love, Hate, Slavery, Power, and Forgiveness, by John C. Lennox

It's Not Supposed to Be This Way, by Lysa TerKeurst

The Dream of You: Let Go of Broken Identities and Live the Life You Were Made For, by Jo
Saxton

(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Youll-Get-Through-This-Turbulent/dp/0718031512/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2W8RY97B1Z34R&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DnJZCEW4U-H5YudIyNM7vDHC3y8bCcC7A36JEcstKWa3qNVGFjmCJFjQSEHjss9FNUunL7os7gInFmq4juozAUektTwxy45H9U--SJI3vKSvfCKwQu3l8H0GNSEZf2QaSt25rXzdw_g7G4aFaxh9ZX7Qdp8oG2bs8fNftML8PiNvoj16Keshe2sXtFPsRwgnGKaPg3fn-nuAFwcwk15lcNNZhdR9N7wMn57789Rs6Sk.Egkv7Ql23ZvHwgp2PEBQyBEhv4YzgJE6e0ePDFS249Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=you%27ll+get+through+this+max+lucado&qid=1781206044&sprefix=you%27ll+get+through+this+max+lucado%2Caps%2C196&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Story-Slavery-Power-Forgiveness/dp/1433562936
https://www.amazon.com/Its-Not-Supposed-This-Disappointments/dp/0718039858/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=3A5NNJO358PN1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Y12cTZhPQowibJGYanquLTh1V-8-ewfXOEtVFPCatSF_usKXRg_erfklciXOoMbseiujSI21_onzzYH6_G-tO2kw-SW5wCKU_MgUjIcyp1opFzh6a4JTkrzajAjYhd2Ke-3Rv1yOXSEKvl8FUughSQlUPSmB4JlWSysP_Hl24Bzx3O1KRc8Wce3tEjvM4zIl8_4av7mkV-QpNQk7DzyPBBNMaBDwXsWBlhQXLF_PNJ0.ThDEfvggTMmy45Rm26DUiX0THya9ASm8OcneHjA7bR4&dib_tag=se&keywords=It%27s+Not+Supposed+to+Be+This+Way%2C+by+Lysa+TerKeurst&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1781202696&s=books&sprefix=%2Cstripbooks%2C526&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-You-Broken-Identities-Live/dp/0735289824/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FCRHC4DEY3G2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QzEiQbWIa2a2wwSGJAE-mA.4HNgIgc8w6Z9StSuWkthMb6CuiS19w4H4Jp1OTdEPqw&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Dream+of+You%3A+Let+Go+of+Broken+Identities+and+Live+the+Life+You+Were+Made+For&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1781202713&s=books&sprefix=it%27s+not+supposed+to+be+this+way%2C+by+lysa+terkeurst%2Cstripbooks%2C475&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-You-Broken-Identities-Live/dp/0735289824/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FCRHC4DEY3G2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QzEiQbWIa2a2wwSGJAE-mA.4HNgIgc8w6Z9StSuWkthMb6CuiS19w4H4Jp1OTdEPqw&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Dream+of+You%3A+Let+Go+of+Broken+Identities+and+Live+the+Life+You+Were+Made+For&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1781202713&s=books&sprefix=it%27s+not+supposed+to+be+this+way%2C+by+lysa+terkeurst%2Cstripbooks%2C475&sr=1-1
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